A Word from Feliciaand Marie...It's been aimost four years now since we

began the Honduras Scholarship program. It began with three childrenin

one family and has now grown to 101 children and young people. Thereis

one word that describes what the scholarship program has meant to the
residents of El Rodeo — HOPE! There is hope for the parents that they can provide for their children what they could
never have provided for themselves which is an opportunity for education and vocational training.

Nine of us made atrip to EI Rodeo January 24-30 of thisyear. It wasthe first trip for three of our group and
they were overwhelmed by the outpouring of love and gratitude shown to our group. Scott Gibson’s oft repeated
word for the whole experience was “unbelievable.” Anyone who has ever been, and there are about sixty of you,
will understand perfectly all that exclamation entails—unbelievable!

Isthe scholar ship ministry working? Meet Yess (we pronounce it Jessie) Rosales.
Sheis 17 years old now but those who went on some of those first trips remember her
as a shy, skinny preteen who lived next door to the church. During subsequent visits
there, teams would see Y essi teaching Sunday School, leading in worship and for one
school year she was the teacher at the kindergarten in the village.

Today sheis continuing her education in Tegucigalpa, the capital city, and has
emerged as a bright young lady with ambitions for a career. Yess is but one of the
dozens of “success’ stories of how the scholarship has provided a way out of poverty.
Without the scholarship, Y ess and otherslike her, would have had little hope of
breaking the cycle of poverty that has persisted for generations.

Are More Sponsors Needed? In

aword, “yes” There is aways a

waiting list. One reason is that

new babies are being born in the
village. Another is that teenagers who had given up hope of
going beyond the sixth grade are now deciding to go back to
school. To do so, they must travel to alarger city and many of
them decide that they want this opportunity. If you know of
someone who would like to sponsor a child contact Marie or
Felicia for details. The basic cost for a child is $26 per month.
Beyond the sixth grade the cost increases to at least $51 as more
money is required for travel and board.

Two More Teams Going in June and October of thisyear. A building team is going to El Rodeo June 6-14 this
year. Their plans are to build a house for Jacqueline Rodriguez, the lady who manages the scholarship fund for the
village. Jacqueline hastwo children, one of whom is Diana who has been severely handicapped since birth and who
is now about twelve years old.

In October, plans are underway to send another medical team to El Rodeo. They will be doing clinicsin El
Rodeo and other surrounding towns. At last report they were still searching for a physician which is a requirement
by Honduran law. We ask that you help the team to pray that a physician will be able to go.



The October 2006 medical team. A medical team wasin El Rodeo in
October of 2006. That group had an absolutely wonderful experience.
While they were there they discovered that
afamily member of one of our dear friends
in El Rodeo has HIV/AIDS and now lives
in El Rodeo. Theteam in January also
visited and ministered to Delmy (photo at
right), a beautiful young lady in her early
twenties. Please pray for Delmy and her
family.
Team members for that trip (Ieft to right in photo above) were Susan Ehlich,
Tom Moore, Susan Scott, Robin Whitakers, Krista Ross, Josh Caudill, Robbin Blalock,
Peggy Simpson, David Hathcock, Dale Patterson, Bobby Barbee, and Bill Mathis.

Another sponsors' trip. For the past two years a“sponsors’ team has gone to
El Rodeo. Thetimeisdlightly shorter, seven daysinstead of nine. We have
cometo call thisa“bootleg” trip because it is done outside the partnership with
North Carolina Baptists. There is considerably more work involved in
planning and coordinating the trip but the extra effort is more than rewarded
with the experience! It isaso ahigh commitment involvement as considerable
timeis spent before the trip in spiritual preparation. Thisyear’s group read
three books together, prayed and fasted, and had an overnight retreat afew
weeks before departure.

The purpose of the trip is to give sponsors an opportunity to go and
meet their sponsored children and their families. The next sponsors’ strip is penciled in for January 17-23, 2008. If
interested, see Pastor Russell for details.

The January 24-30, 2007 team visited in homes, prayed for the sick, led in worship services, led aBible
study, and distributed close to 400 pairs of shoes. Members of this team (from left to right) were Ronny Russell,
Jennifer Barbee, Felicia Buff, Scott Gibson, Cathy Mauldin, Lynn Helms, Marie Morton, Leita Dry, and Corletta
Barbee.

Thistrip also included avisit with Tim & Kathee Hagler and their four
children. Tim grew up in Locust, went to Wingate University, and has been a
missionary in Honduras for over adecade. The Haglers hosted usfor one night in
their beautiful home in Siguatepeque, a picturesgue middle-sized city about two
hours north of Tegucigalpa.

While we were there we began to have discussions about Tim living in the
Locust area while on furlough this summer and working at Mission while Ronny is
away on sabbatical. Our team prayed about this possibility and now we are happy
to report that it is going to become areality. The Haglerswill be arriving in early
May and leaving in late September. All of the details have been worked out for
lodging and transportation while they are here. Praise be to God!

When You Give...

Thanks for using the orange-bordered envel opes when you give. A couple of things to remember: be
sure to give in multiples of $26 when you are giving for more than one month. For example, if you give for 4
months, give $26 X 4 or $104. Also, if you give for something in addition to the monthly scholarship

payment, such as a birthday gift, write what your extra gift is for on the outside of the envelope.
Many thanks and blessings on you all,

Felicia Buff and Marie Morton




